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David Marlatt

Temple in the Clouds is an ethereal and effective work for brass, percussion and optional piano. It opens with
3 antiphonally spaced horns echoing a call as if it was an alphorn being played on a mountain top. As the cup
muted cornets enter, the vibraphone and piano help to add to the atmospheric quality of the music. After a
short flugel horn solo, the chorale is introduced at a slow and grand tempo. The work ends, as it began, with
echoes, this time in the euphoniums.

The tempos in this piece are very slow and it is a difficult balance between not going too slowly and pushing
the tempo too much. The players will really have to bond with their lines with tempos in the 50s! This piece,
although expressive, can be played quite metronomic and still be effective. The Piu Mosso at 44 is only
marked at 66 and those sextuplets should not race - they are a steady texture under the chorale.

The offstage horns in the opening could be truly offstage, or they could play from the back of the band in
opposite corners. This way, the players could easily see the conductor for cues and cut offs.

Balance is important for all the various atmospheric colors to be heard and combined effectively. The cup
muted cornets could experiment with vibrato which would add a great shimmer to the sound.
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